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Patee House Museum

Twin Spires
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Patee House Museum/World’s Hotel
12th & Penn Streets
John Patee opened his luxurious brick hotel in 1858. During the
following years it was a hotel three times, a girl’s college twice,
and finally a shirt factory. A National Historical Landmark for
having served as headquarters for the Pony Express in 1860, it was
here that Pony Express founders Russell, Majors and Waddell had
their main office. During the Civil War the Union Army took over
the hotel, and Patee, who was backing the Confederacy, decided to
sell the building in a nation-wide lottery. When 100 tickets came
back unsold on April 28, 1865, Patee bought them himself - and
won back his own hotel! It was called World’s Hotel in 1882 when
outlaw Jesse James was shot and killed a block up the street. The
next day the family stayed at the hotel while it served as the center
of the investigation.

Pony Express National Museum

9th & Penn Streets

The Pony Express Stables, formerly known as the Pikes Peak
Stables, is one of St. Joseph’s most historic landmarks. The stables
were built in 1858 and owned by the Central Overland California
and Pike’s Peak Express company from 1860-61, the company that
operated the Pony Express. The original building was described as
being 125 ft long with a 60 ft frontage and a shingle roof supported
by native timbers and pine board walls.. It could house 200

horses. In 1887 the wooden side walls were replaced with brick.
The building changed hands several times during the following
years and in 1933 it was abandoned and left vacant for the next 13
years. In 1946, the building had badly deteriorated and the back
portion had collapsed. Finally the Chamber of Commerce took
steps to insure the preservation of the site. In 1950, M. Karl Goetz
established the Pony Express Foundation to restore the stables and
develop a museum. On May 3, 1959 the Pony Express National
Museum was opened to the public, and has evolved over the last 40
years into a major tourism destination.

Twin Spires Religious Museum

10th & Angelique Streets

One of the finest examples of Gothic Revival architecture in
northwest Missouri, the Immaculate Conception Church was
designed by Edmund J. Eckel who designed many of St. Joseph’s
architectural jewels. It was erected in 1908 after the previous church
building was destroyed by fire. Its stained glass windows were
imported from Innsbruck, Austria, and are imbedded 18 inches into
the walls. They depict the life of Mary, Mother of Jesus, from her
birth to her coronation as Queen of Heaven. Today it is the Twin
Spires Religious Museum.
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Original Tootle-Light & Power Building, (number 25 on the tour) - Circa 1920
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St. Joseph Convention and Visitors Bureau
800-785-0360 / 816-233-6688
WWW.stjomo.com

St. Joseph Downtown Partnership
816-233-9192

St. Joseph Historical Society
816-232-5861
www.josephrobidoux.com

Northwest Missouri

Genealogical Society Library
816-233-0524
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Special Thanks to: Clyde Weeks & Robert Slater
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Boder Building
Missouri Valley Trust
Corby Building
Einbender Building
Little Mr/Miss Shop
Wards/Halberts
Plymouth/Shooters
6th & Felix

United Building

FW Woolworth
German American Bank
Telephone Building
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13. Ballinger Building
14.  Missouri Theater

15. Post Office
16. News-Press Building

17. Downtown Library

18.  St. Joseph Trunk Building
19. Felix Street Square =

20. 702-704 Felix
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21. Robidoux Hotel Columns
22.  Christ Episcopal Church
23.  Kirkpatrick Building

24. Townsend Wall Building
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Tootle/Light & Power

Provident Building

Pioneer Building
Donnel Court
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Robidoux Center/US Bank
Buchanan County Courthouse

Hillyard Corporate HQ
American Electric Co.

Wholesale Row
Civic Arena
Commerce Bank
The Journey West
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